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FIGURE 1 a, A monomodal geochemical distribution schematic of the patterns for the "abundant"
crustal elements, such as iron and aluminum, b, Bimodal geochemical distribution for the "scarce"
elements, such as tin, tungsten, and lead. Current mining appears to be limited to the higher-
grade portion of the curve. A mineralogical limit (see text) is sketched on the diagram. Not all
"scarce" metals are necessarily bimodal or niultimodal; Holland and Petersen (Chapter 3) propose
that uranium may have a monomodal distribution.
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